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from the consideration of its social insufficiency. Aware-
ness of the limitations of Faraday's personality enables the
student more correctly to assess him as an historic figure.
When several of the qualities of Faraday's personality,
which the nineteenth century uncritically regarded as
virtues, are seen as limitations, and these limitations are
seen to be the necessary price of his achievements; Faraday
becomes a more interesting figure. He is rescued from the
spiritual embalming performed by Victorianism, and the
concealments of bourgeois superficiality,
Faraday was born near London on September 22nd,
1791. His father was a blacksmith who had recently
migrated from Clapham, a village near Ingleborough in
Yorkshire. His mother was the daughter of a farmer in
that district, and said to be of Irish descent. In 1809,
when Faraday was seventeen, his parents moved into a
house in Weymouth Street, Portland Place. His father
had long been an invalid, and died in the next year. Mrs.
Faraday kept herself by taking in lodgers until her sons
could support themselves and her. When Michael secured
an adequate income he supported her entirely. She died
in 1838, after enjoying the prospect of the fame her son
had already acquired.
Faraday's father was a member of the Sandemanian sect.
This sect was founded on the views of the Reverend John
Glas, a Scottish Presbyterian divine. He was deposed by
the Presbyterian Church Courts in 1728, because he held
that the Church should not be subject to any covenant,
but be governed only by the doctrines of Christ and His
Apostles. He held that Christianity could never become
the established religion of any nation without being per-
verted. Christ visited the world to inform humanity of the
existence of an eternal life after death, and not to establish
any sort of worldly power. The Bible was a repository of
perfect truth, and man was not permitted to add anything,
or take anything away from it. It was the sole and sufficient
guide for each individual, under all circumstances. Faith
in the divinity of Christ is the gift of God, and the evidence
of this faith is obedience to Christ's commandments.